
 

Easter lesson plan 2020 

Topic: Easter story 

Level: Elementary/pre-intermediate 

Resources: Easter story extract, Bingo grids and list of Bingo words, realia from extract. 

 

In this lesson learners will: (aims) 

*learn some vocabulary from the Easter story 

*learn/identify verbs in the Easter story 

*practise listening skills as they play a Bingo game 

*practise storytelling skills as they re-tell the Easter story 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson stage & timing Teacher Learner  Resources  

Lead-in 

10 minutes 

Ask learners if they know what these 
items are.  Once the items have been 
identified ask if they know how these link 
to the Easter story. e.g. Last Supper – 
bread and wine, pebble – stone covering 
tomb entrance.  You can do this activity 
as a whole class or put individual objects 
on different tables for learners to look at 
in small groups. 

Learners say names 
of the objects they 
know and learn 
some new words. 

Realia from Easter extract: e.g. bag of 
coins/some money, pebble, bread, wine 
glass, toy handcuffs, piece of fabric that 
has been torn almost in half etc. 

Checking 

understanding & pre-

teaching vocabulary  

10 minutes 

Tell learners you are going to  read them 
a short story. It is the Easter story. First 
board some of the language from the 
grids to check their understanding before 
you read 

Learners check if 
they understand 
vocabulary. 

Easter story extract for teacher 

Reading the extract 

10 minutes 

  

Give the realia you have just used to 
learners around the room.  As you read 
the extract tell them to hold the item 
above their heads if they hear it 
mentioned. Do this twice through.  They 
won’t understand every word of the story 
but that is fine.  They are listening for the 
target vocabulary. 

Individual learners 
hold up the object 
when they hear it 
mentioned in the 
story. Exchange 
items and do it 
again. 

Realia from Easter extract 



 

Playing Bingo 

20 minutes 

Demonstrate how Bingo works by 
drawing a grid on the board and inserting 
a few words.  Call each word out twice 
and show how the learner must cross out 
the word they hear. 

Learners cross off 
any words they hear 
if they find it on 
their grid.  When 
they have a full line 
of words 
(horizontal/vertical/ 
diagonal) crossed 
out they must shout 
‘Bingo’. 

One Bingo grid per learner (they are all 
slightly different) and word list for 
teacher.  There are twelve different 
grids and it doesn’t matter if more than 
one learner has the same grid. 

Recapping the story 

10 minutes 

Line up the realia objects in the order 
they are seen in the story (on a table in 
the front of the class where everyone can 
see the objects) and ask individual 
learners to ‘tell’ what happened with the 
object that you show. 

In Small groups 
learners have turns 
re-telling the Easter 
story in their own 
words. 
Listen and select a 
couple of stronger 
learners to retell the 
story to the whole 
class. 

Realia from Easter story 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bingo words for teachers For Teacher to cross off after calling out each word in Bingo game 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

body    criminals  darkness curtain     tore 

 

religious leaders       mocked  crown of thorns  temple    put 

 

appeared  guilty  arrested  soldiers  Judas 

 

beat  died  risen  hated  Pilate 

 

crucify  disciples  rolled  kissed  tomb 



 

Bingo grids for students Please see blog post for link. 

You can adapt this lesson for the following levels: 

For beginners – Use lots of realia and depending on your group you might want to create your own Bingo grids of the objects and just 

a few of the verbs. You could choose some pictures of the Easter story and learners can sequence them as they retell it. 

For intermediate level learners, some of the verbs will still be a challenge or even possibly new.  Once you have read the story twice 

through, get them to tell the story to each other in pairs, using the realia to jog their memories.  You could still play the Bingo but do it 

a little faster and the learner only wins when they have completed their entire grid. 

For higher levels, you might like to use your own more complex version of the Easter story and highlight some vocabulary or language 

point from the extract you choose.  Still use the realia as it helps to introduce the topic and engage the learners’ interest.  Higher level 

learners can definitely retell the story in their own words.  You could even introduce a discussion at the end and ask them what the 

Easter story means to them?  Teachers and volunteers in your class might like to give their opinions about the story. 
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